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It was September of 1976. The £fall had become a beautiful
Indian Summer. Two young people, madly In love, were marrisd by
a Justice of the Peace in the presence of frlends. It wvas a
magical day - she in a white gown and wvell, he looklng very
handsome. She was 18, he was 21. The young couple were starting
with nothlng, but felt they could handle any challenge that life
sent their way.

Where to go on a Honeymoon with a very limited budget? At
that age romance was high on the llst so why not go to the most
romantic city in Ontario == NIAGARN FALLS! Christine and Rob
wanted to make it a memorable vislit, Full of fun and excitement,
that would get thelr marriage off +to a good start. Both had
wonderful childhood memorles of visiting Niagara Falls and felt
it would be a great place to start their new life.
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Instead of picking one hotel for our stay we changed places
each day. The £irat night was spent in a motel that Rob stayed
at wvhen he was younger. The next night was spent on a vaterbed.
Meither of us had ever slept on one before and we thought 1t
would be exciting., It was a night of laughs. The waterbed was
so Ffull that 1t was ralsed Iln the center. We started out holdlng
tightly to each other in the middle, but woke up sleeping on the
outer edges, We had let go during the night and rolled dovn the
sldes. We still laugh about that today and have never slept on a
waterbed slnce. Another night wve took a hotel with a round bed.
That was very romantic becaunse it was so different. No matter
how you curled op you never Eound the edge.

Bach day we also ate at different restaurants (when wve
ventured outslide) trying various foods. This was Eun as we vére
bath good eaters. It was discovered that Nlagara la a very
friendly city - my nev husband was flirted with in McDonald's. I
was not with him, but he told me about it wilth astomishment in
his voice.

Marineland was a high point 1in our wisit, with the deer
trying to nilbble on us as ve fed them. A trip along the river to
Fort CGeorge was also on the agenda as Rob 1s a war hlstory buff.
The wusual round of museums wvas completed. The special highlight
was seelng Nlagara on a Honeymoon Bus Tour. We stlll have the
certificate that wvas presented to all honeymooning couples.
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Unfortunately our Honeymoon ended earlier than antlcipated.
Rob became slck and it vas negessary to leave before our week was
up . I drove us back to Woodstock, Ontarlo not knoving what wvas
wrong, The dlagnosis was partlal pneumonla! Slnce It was such
an unusually hot September the businesses still had thelr air
conditioners on high. Golng from hot outside air to cold Inslde
alr several times a day played havoc with Rob's system. My flrst
roll as a new wife was playing nurse for a week. It was just one
of the many events that brought us closer together during the
beginning months of our marriage.

Our Honeymoon may not seem spectacular vhen compared vith
the places young people visit these days. We did not spend a
fortune or vislt somevhere exotic, Na one knew vhere wve were,
It was twvo people alone in a magical place! Rob and I made it
memorable just by belng together. We experlenced many nev things
as & couple, and learned a lot about ourselvea and each other.
Qur time in Nlagara Falls was the foundatlon oen wvhilch we bullt
our married life.

Over the years we have been drawvn back for visits --
sometimes alone, sometimes with our children. Niagara Falls has
a4 majestic beauty that always makes us stop and remember that
speclal September. No matter what our problems at the time we
remember our hopes and dreams, the plans we made, the laughter
and passion we shared ln a very special place that God created
for lovers =

NIAGARA FALLS!
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