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PREFACE.

THE collection of notes for the life story of "A Veteran
of 1812 " was suggested to me some three years ago by
the enquiries of Mr. Edwards, late editor of the Dominion

Illustrated, who was then anxious to devote a portion of
the columns of that paper to the record of men who had
been more or less prominent in Canadian history.

I began with a handful of private letters, a brief epi-
tome of his services, and the cherished recollections of my
childhood—stories, told us in the nursery, of the soldier
and his early life in Canada. After spending some months
in Ireland, visiting what my friends called " the cradle of
the race," I devoted long hours to patient research in the
Archives at Ottawa, and with the kind help of friends
who had valued FitzGibbon's correspondence sufficiently
to preserve his letters, I have not only been enabled to
verify these early traditions, but have accumulated suffi-
cient material to put together a fairly consecutive bio-
graphy of a man who lived through one of the most
interesting periods of our history.

He was one whose personality was sufficiently pro-
nounced, and whose courage, integrity and singleness of
purpose were strong enough to leave an impression on
his time. " One," to quote from a letter addressed to Lord
Stanley, then Secretary for the Colonies (July 2nd, 1842),



11 PREFACE.

by Sir Augustus d'Este, " whose happy destiny it was to
have the opportunity of rendering important services to
his adopted country, which services will cause his name to
be remembered with respect and admiration by the loyal
inhabitants of Upper Canada as long as devotion to the
parent state, manly valor and clear-sighted intelligence
are admitted to be entitled to places in the catalogue of
estimable qualities."

The fac-simile of FitzGibbon's handwriting given on the
page facing the frontispiece is taken from- a postscript to
one of his many letters to his young nephew Gerald
FitzGibbon.

Whether the sentiment it expresses is original or from
one or other of his favorite authors, I have no means of
ascertaining. It is, however, so indicative of his life and
character, so evidently one of which he had proved the
value, that it is worth preserving and reproducing as the
text of his faith.

My thanks are due to the . Right Honorable Gerald Fitz-
Gibbon, Lord Justice of the Court of Appeal in Ireland ;
to D. B. Read, Esq., Q.C., author of the " Lives of the
Judges," and other works ; to Ernest Cruikshank, Esq.,
author of "Butler's Rangers," the "Battle of the Beech-
woods," etc., etc. ; to E. B. Biggar, Esq., whose graphic
account of the battle of Stony Creek led to my applying
to him ; to Charles Lindsey, Esq., William Lyon Mac-
kenzie's able biographer, and to J. H. Land, Esq., the
secretary of the Wentworth Historical Society, for the
kindly assistance they have given me, either personally or
through their works, in accomplishing the "labor of love"

have undertaken,
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I am indebted also to J. Ross Robertson, Esq., the
enthusiastic Past Grand Master of the Freemasons of
Ontario, for much of that portion of the book relating to
FitzGibbon's life as a Mason ; also to the kindness of
Murray Jarvis, Esq., of Ottawa, for valuable extracts
from unedited letters now in his possession, as well as to
many friends and well-wishers for aid and encouragement
in prosecuting the researches necessary in order to find
what one of them aptly designated, " the hinges of my
narrative."

If, owing to inferior workmanship, these " hinges "
creak, may I hope that an indulgent public will, in their
interest in the man, overlook the faults of his biographer.

For the rest, I may add that I have had the book
published in Canada rather than in England, preferring
it should first see the light in the city whose loyalty and
homes he had guarded with so jealous an arm in life, and
to which his last conscious thoughts turned in the hour
of death.

M. A. F.G.

TORONTO, May 24th, 1894.
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